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millions of pounds sterling, dollars, Swiss francs, reichsmarks,
etc. As the philanthropic activity of persons abroad for the
benefit of starving individuals in Russia now serves the econo-
mic interests of the Soviet State, no objection is made to it—
though a number of quite definite conditions have to be
observed. Moscow has recognized that the judicious exploita-
tion of human generosity contains immense possibilities. If
any further proof were required to show how the Soviet
regime uses any and, every means for the realization of its
economic ideal (the fulfilment of the Five-Year Plans), the so
admirably organized Torgsin system affords a perfect example.
The theory of the system is as follows. The Soviet regime,
from the politico-financial point of view, has not the slightest
interest in the sending of food parcels, or even at the setting on
foot of a general relief action by the importation of grain or
any other method. For, as I pointed out in an earlier chapter,
Moscow believes that it still disposes of sufficient reserves
of man-power, so that the loss of a few million peasants can
have no economic significance. This explains, too, the meth-
odical exportation of food supplies. Now in the event,of a
general relief action being set on foot (Moscow thinks) the
first condition of foreign participation would be an entire
cessation of grain exports. This is one of the reasons why
Moscow would think of allowing a general relief action only
in extremis.
But it is quite another matter when foreign help takes the
form of a transfer of pounds, dollars, reichsmarks and so on,
foreign currency which the Soviet Government can use for
its own purposes. By the ruthless extraction of grain and
food supplies from the producers, and an unduly low allowance
of rations to the consumers, these, or at least a whole series
of categories, are reduced to a permanent state of want, while
the Government obtains possession of adequate supplies,
Thus the nationalities, and the former Russian bourgeoisie
are compelled to address continual appeals for help to their

